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THE RIDA FAMILY 
We help each other solve problems. It's easy when we work together. We get along very well. 
We're not afraid of anything as long as we are together as afami/y. 
That's how the Rida family describes themselves. They have been in America five years and hope 
to become U.S. citizens in 2005. The family came to this country from Syria as refugees, seeking 
peace and security after extreme hardship and the loss of four sons in Iraq. They bring with them 
a great deal of life experience, skill, excellent educational credentials, and a positive spirit. Family 
members include (back row, left to right): Raghed Al-Khalili, formerly a banking administrator 
trained in Holland; Anwar Rida, trained as a lawyer in Syria; Mohammed Rida, a retired teacher; 
Sabiha Makki, full-time mom; Zahraa Rida, living in England, an M.S. in biochemistry; Boshra 
Rida, trained as a physician in Syria; (front row, left to right): Rafed Rida, trained as a veterinarian 
in Syria; Afak Rida trained in psychology in Syria,; Zainab Rida, trained as a veterinarian in Syria 
and now working on her M.S. in nutrition at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln; and Anawar 
Rida, living in England, an M.S. in biochemistry. The Rida family is grateful for the opportunities 
they are finding in the Great Plains and the chance for a peaceful life. 
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